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Department of Defense (DoD)
Perchlorate Treatment Technology Program Meeting

February 29, 2000

This meeting was held in Albuquerque, New Mexico, following the AWWA/EPA
Inorganics Workshop. This meeting was held in order for DoD to gather information and
generate interest regarding their upcoming perchlorate treatment technology research
program. Most of the information presented and discussed at the meeting was presented
by Tim Hurley of the United States Air Force.

General Summary of Meeting
The DoD is expecting to receive three annual allocations, each of $3 million dollars, for
perchlorate treatment technology research work. The money will be coming from the Air
Force, Army, and Navy. This treatment technology work will focus on the treatment of
perchlorate in drinking water. The availability of this money will be publicly advertised in
the Commerce Business Daily (CBD) in about August or September of 2000. DoD
expects to emphasize full-scale or pilot-scale work to bring "relatively mature"
technologies forward as approved drinking water treatment technologies. The DoD is
actively discouraging bench scale technologies and fundamental research work at this
point in time. DoD will expect to see considerable partnering and leveraging of funds in
the proposals that are submitted to them so that they can most effectively spend the money
allocated to them. DoD intends to structure the program such that at the end of each year
there will be a distinct and useful work product which can be showcased as demonstration
of the value of the treatment technology program. Treatment technology and money
spending efficacy will need to be demonstrated to get future years funding.

Expected Scale of Treatment Technology Program
A lengthy discussion was held regarding the range of flowrates DoD will expect to see
demonstrated/treated in the proposals. No firm resolution was reached. DoD will prefer
to see flows in hundreds of gallons per minute to thousands of gallons per minute, but they
will probably also consider proposals that make strong arguments for pilot scale work if it
will adequately address concerns of full-scale treatment. The main criterion for the scale of
the project is a "scale that establishes credibility for full-scale treatment."

Relatively Mature Technologies
A discussion was held on the issue of what represents a relatively mature technology. A
firm resolution and definition of this point was not .reached, but it appears that a relatively
mature technology could encompass a significant technological breakthrough in some
specific aspect of an already established perchlorate treatment technology. For instance, a
cheap and effective regeneration means for perchlorate contaminated brine generated in
ion exchange treatment for perchlorate would be of interest, as would some type of
biological advance that significantly changed biological treatment of perchlorate as
currently understood. It appears that the more developed our understanding of a
perchlorate treatment technology is, the more the research must focus on some important
aspect of the technology that can be improved. Some portions of the DoD money may be



available to "seed" a relatively immature technology in the first year, if it appears the given
technology could be taken to a larger scale in a second year of DoD funding. The main
criteria for technologies to be considered under this program is "reasonable success within
a short amount of time."

Who Can Be Funded
Anyone with a good idea, this includes developers, customers, and purveyors of water
treatment technologies. This money for research work will not be spent within DoD; all of
the money will be awarded under contract to people outside the DoD.

How Many Projects Can Be Funded
It is the intention that this money will not be spent on a single technology, so a couple of
projects per year could reasonably be expected. There is, as yet, no definition as to how
much money might go into "seeding" immature technologies versus larger scale work in
the first year.

Decision Process for Winning Proposals
The decision regarding funding under this program will be made by DoD personnel.

Schedule
This schedule will depend, in part, upon the release of funds to this program by DoD.
However, the best estimate of the schedule is presented below.

The availability of this money and desire for treatment technology research will be publicly
advertised in approximately August or September of 2000 in the Commerce Business
Daily (CBD). It is expected that proposals/submittals could be submitted as early as 45 to
60 days after the CBD announcement, but the full response period will extend to the end
of the fiscal year. It is expected that money could be spent on contracts and work in
December, 2000, at the earliest. At some point following the CBD announcement there
will probably be a bidders conference for this work.

Next Steps/Follow-up
If you have ideas regarding possible technologies, comments or questions on the nature
and structure of this program, or if you want to be considered for this work, then contact
Jim Hurley as given below.

Jim Hurley
United States Air Force

Air Force Research Laboratory
AFRLMLQE

139 Barnes Drive, Suite 2
Tyndall AFB, Florida 32403-5323

Phone: 850-283-6243
FAX: 850-283-6064

email: jim_hurley@tyndall.af.mil


